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Business awards
open for voting

DOWNTOWN Lancashire in
Business will host the annual
“Best of Lancashire” Business
Awards at a gala dinner on
November 13 at Stanley House
Hotel, Mellor.

You can nominate your
favourites for the awards in a
range of categories that recognise
and celebrate the companies and
individuals.

To vote, follow the links at the
organisation’s website at www.
downtowninbusiness.com
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Boss completes
leading course

THE managing director of
Lancashire-based online
estate agency tem-po.co.uk
has graduated from one of the
country’s most prestigious
business courses.

Lancaster University’s LEAD
programme is designed to
improve the leadership of SMEs.

Annette Jones, who was
appointed managing director in
2008, completed the 10 month
development programme with
other business leaders.

a total of 12. A total of 361 staff
employed across these sites have
transferred to Andrew Page and
The Parts Alliance with immediate
effect.

The remainder of the Unipart
Automotive business has ceased to
trade and 1,244 members of staff
have been made redundant. A total
of 208 members of staff have been
retained.

Unipart sites including War-
rington and Lytham St Annes
have transferred. But the garage in
Great George Street, Preston, has
closed with immediate effect.

Mark Orton of KPMG said: “De-
spite intensive efforts over recent
weeks, a sale of the whole Unipart
Automotive business could not be
reached, and a buyer could only be
found for 33 of the sites on a going
concern basis.”

The company also directly sup-
ports Unipart Car Care Centres,
which are unaffected.

House rental prices up by nearly 3 per cent

AVERAGE private home
rents in the North West have
risen 2.9 per cent in the last 12
months, latest figures show.

The average private rent in
the region now stands at £665
per month.

Nationally, the cost of rent-
ing a home in the UK has risen
so quickly in parts of the UK
that Greater London, the
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South West and the South
East of England are pushing
the bounds of affordability,
according to new findings re-
leased today from the June
2014 HomeLet Rental Index.
The data also suggests that

pockets of affordability are
arising in the North East of
England, Scotland and Wales,
where there is greater parity
between incomes and rental
prices.

The HomeLet Rental In-
dex, the largest monthly survey
of private tenants in the UK,
shows that the average UK pri-
vate home rent rose by 6.3 per

cent over the year. The aver-
age rent in the UK now stands
at £862 a month, compared to
£811 ayear ago.

This figure was inflated by
very large rental increases in
Greater London, where rents
are up by 11.2 per cent.

Commenting on the report,
Martin Totty, Barbon Insur-
ance Group’s Chief Executive

Officer, said: “The private
rental sector continues to
show strong growth with rental
values increasing year on year
across the country, with little
exception.

“Although average incomes
have also been rising, there are
parts of the country where we
are seeing affordability getting
tighter.”
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IN THE CITY

Trio probed
over demise
of Comet

THREE Deloitte accountants
are to be investigated over the
way they handled the collapse
of retailer Comet, says busi-
ness secretary Vince Cable.

The chain went under with
the loss of 7,000 jobs and left
the taxpayer with a bill of up
to £26 million after an employ-
ment tribunal found that staff
had not been consulted on the
potential for redundancies.

The Insolvency Service has
referred the three to the In-
stitute of Chartered Account-
ants in England and Wales
(ICAEW).

Shares surge
as RBS rallies

A SURGE in Royal Bank of
Scotland shares added £3 bil-
lion to the value of the state-
backed lender today as it
announced a doubling in first-
half profits on the back of the
resurgent economy.

The stock climbed as much
as 15 per cent after RBS re-
leased the results a week early
because they were “signifi-
cantly stronger” than market
expectations.

Vodafone boost
after 4G demand

GROWING demand for 4G
services has given a boost to
Vodafone’s recovery hopes in
Europe, despite a fresh slide
in quarterly revenues.

The mobile phone giant
said its performance in several
key European markets was
showing signs of stabilisation.
Vodafone said its consumer
mobile business returned to
growth in the UK.
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