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Rotary Club of Wigan  - 2014 Junior Speaks
There comes a point in most of our lives when we are called upon to speak before an audience, be it, for example, during a job interview, or when making a speech at a wedding or other function.  To be able to speak with confidence on such occasions is a very useful life skill.

In recognising this fact, and in order to provide a forum to help develop and challenge young people in the area, Wigan Rotary Club, in 2008, instigated an annual public speaking competition known as ‘Junior Speaks.’

Primary schools, within the local authority, are invited to participate in the competition by entering a team, or teams, to speak on a subject of their choice, (politics, race and religion excluded.)       Each team consists of three Year 6 pupils who take on the respective roles of Chairperson, Speaker and Proposer of the Vote of Thanks, with a fourth member acting as reserve.       The winning team is presented with the ‘Hoddinott Shield’, in memory of former Rotarian, Peter, and is held by the school for one year.

Over the past seven years ‘Junior Speaks’ has proved to be a great success, and its popularity, with teachers and children alike, is demonstrated by the fact that the number of participants has grown from year to year and this year reached 26.

So it is here again – bigger and better than ever before – the 201 4 COMPETITION started on   Friday,  October 10th  2014  beginning the seventh annual ‘Junior Speaks’ .
Due to the large number of entrants, it was necessary to hold three preliminary heats, and our thanks go to Canon- Sharples , Sacred Heart and St. Mark’s for hosting these events.     The final of ‘Junior Speaks’ took place on Tuesday October 21st, with the previous  year winners Highfield  St. Matthew’s kindly acting as hosts on this occasion.

 A total of 6 teams had reached the final, and they each rose to the challenge wonderfully. Their topics were broad based and challenging : -‘Books’ or  ‘e-books’:  Electronic Devices : Wildlife Crisis of Birds in Ahmedbad : The Environment : Should children be taught about Cancer ?: Putting the ‘Great’  in Great Britain.  In fact, it is true to say that these young people never cease to amaze and delight us with the quality of their presentations. 

The judges, as a result, had a very difficult job and there was little to separate some of the teams.

However, there could be only one winner and the Hoddinott Shield for 2014 went to Aspull Church Primary School, whose team spoke on ‘Should children be taught about Cancer?  Many congratulations to them, under stiff competition they were worthy winners.    A new feature was introduced this year with awards being given to the best Chairperson, Katie Cooper (Aspull), best Speaker, Freya Mawson (also Aspull) and best The Vote of Thanks (Alex Fitzpatrick) (Woodfield) .

The plaques, certificates and dictionaries were presented by Wigan Rotary President, Jim Rawson and the Hoddinott Shield by Mrs. Doreen Hoddinott, to a very excited team, who also received an invitation to lunch at The Owls on the 6th November in order to repeat their winning performance for the members of Wigan Rotary Club at their lunchtime meeting.

Second place was awarded to the pupils from Shevington County Primary School, who were hot on the heels of the winners, and third spot went to Woodfield Primary School.  The other finalists were St.Catharine’s, St.Aidan’s and Standish Wood fold.

Each school was presented with a certificate, and each child with an Usborne dictionary, to mark their achievement.     It was a wonderful morning and a delight to witness such amazing, confident presentations from all the young people who participated for their schools.                                                          
PHOTO  XXX Left to right  The winning team Aspull Church, second Shevington County and third Woodfield Wonders
If you would like more information about the Rotary Club of Wigan which meets every Thursday for lunch at the Owls Standish or one of the other 100+ Rotary Clubs across the Greater Manchester area please visit WWW.ribi.org
For all other enquiries and further information contact 07813471000 or email wiganrotary1924@virginmedia.com
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NOTES FOR EDITORS
About Rotary:
1. Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland, part of Rotary International, has 1,845 clubs and more than 55,000 members. 
2. Rotary International was founded in 1905 in Chicago and is now the world’s largest international service organisation with 1.2 million professional men and women as members. There are 33,000 clubs in 200 countries and geographical areas. 
3. Rotary clubs are open to men and women of all ages who are business, professional or community leaders and who want to use their experience for the benefit of others.
4. Rotary initiates local and global projects to promote world understanding and peace and improve life conditions for people of all ages and cultures. To find out more, visit www.ribi.org. 


