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A B O U T
U S

We are headed up by Matt Williams, a 
former Military Helicopter Instructor 
with thousands of manned and 
unmanned flying hours, the rest of the 
team have been flying drones for 
years, clocking up thousands of 
unmanned flying hours and becoming 
some of the best operators in the 
world. 

Our unique blend of experience and 
skill have allowed us to create the 
most trusted and well regarded drone 
training course in the UK.

Our team are dedicated to the 
evolution of the unmanned aviation 
industry through safety-centered 
education.

We're committed to developing you into more than just a safe operator by guiding

you through this niche industry's best practices to becoming a respected operator

and a successful business too. Our range of additional courses, from night

approval to photography, can ensure you stay ahead of the competition by

continually developing your skill set and business expertise.

We pride ourselves on giving the best experience and service, and consciously keep

classes small so we can get to know each of our students and their needs and

ambitions as best as possible. When you attend our course, you become part of the

family.

Matt Williams
Managing & Course Director

Gail Restrick
Operations Director; Training

Callum Bannister
Operations Director

Adam Georgiou
Productions Manager

Tom Pattison
Deputy Chief Instructor

Lauren Baker
Operations Manager

Ella Shepard
Receptionist
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W H Y  C H O O S E  
F LY  I C A R U S ?

W H Y  D O  I  N E E D  A  
P E R M I S S I O N  F O R  

C O M M E R C I A L  
O P E R A T I O N ?

We will guide you through every step to 
your Permission for Commercial Operation 
(PfCO).

All training compiled by former Military Pilots 
and delivered by experienced operators.

Matt Williams, Managing Director

If you plan to fly your drone for commercial gain, you will 
require a Permission for Commercial Operation (PfCO) from 
the UK Civil Aviation Authority. 

The PfCO is evidence that you have insurance, flight safety 
and competence flying for commercial gain without a PfCO is 
illegal and dealt with by the Police.

This applies to everyone, across all industries and every 
aircraft ie:

A Photographer wishing to take aerial landscape and 
wedding photos with a DJI Phantom 4, to sell as prints. 
A Surveyor wishing to inspect high structures for damage 
with an AscTec Falcon 8, as part of their report. 
An Estate Agent wishing to take aerial property photos with 
a 3DR Solo, to use in marketing. 
An Emergency Service wishing to use a DJI Inspire 1 with 
thermal imaging, for surveillance or fire monitoring
It sounds pretty scary, but we promise it isn't!

It's now even easier to gain your PfCO by attending one of 
our renowned ICARUS courses across the UK. You'll be 
taught all you need to know and more, by our expert 
Instructors. Our ICARUS course was developed by a former 
Military Helicopter Pilot and is the only syllabus to include 
extra crucial information on the UK military Low Flying 
System, and LiPo battery safety. We are also one of very 
few courses where you can complete the theory and 
practical elements from the same convenient location. 
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STANDARD

T H E  R O U T E  T O  P F C O  ( F O R M E R LY  P FAW )

As of 25 August 2016, the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has renamed the Permission for Aerial Work
(PfAW) to Permission for Commercial Operation (PfCO). When searching for operators or courses related to
commercial permissions and PfAW, please search for the new name (PfCO).

Current PfAW holders are only affected when it comes to renewing their permissions, in which case any
references to PfAW should be replaced with PfCO. There is no need to resit or resubmit paperwork immedia
tely.

C O U R S E
OV E RV I E W

O u r  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  
t e a c h e s  t h r e e  m a i n  
c o u r s e s ;  I C A R U S  S t a n d a r d ,  
I C A R U S  P r o  a n d  N i g h t  
A p p r o v a l .  

W e  a l s o  o f f e r  a  T o p  U p  
C o u r s e ,  w h i c h  a c t s  a s  a  
F a s t  T r a c k  f o r  l i c e n s e d  
p i l o t s .  
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STANDARD

The aim of the ICARUS STANDARD is to enable UAV Pilots and staff associated with UAV
flight operations to achieve the level required to operate these aircrafts safely and in the
regulatory and operational environments that they are most likely to encounter.
PHASE 1 of the ICARUS course is two days of Ground School Training and consists of
CAA Approved Sub 20Kg Commercial SUAS Theory Course followed by the Theory Exam.
All course materials are provided.
PHASE 2 refers to the Operations Manual, which we will guide you to write yourselves.
Or you may source this externally (We offer this service through another company
called Open Sky Consulting OSC).
PHASE 3 Is the Operational Evaluation Flight Test. It is the mutually convenient day, to be 
arranged, to complete the practical assessment. 

T H E  P R O C E S S
PHASE 1 - SYLLABUS & THEORY EXAM (GROUND SCHOOL)

PHASE 2 - OPERATIONS MANUAL SUBMISSION & REVIEW

PHASE 3 - OPERATION EVALUATION & FLIGHT ASSESSMENT
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C O U R S E
OV E RV I E W

Above is an outline of the ICARUS Theory Course syllabus; it shows the lessons you will
undertake in order to learn the required information to be a competent and a 
safe Commercial Operator.
The theory course culminates with a multiple choice examination of 50 questions.
The pass mark for the exam is 80% - but do not be phased by this!
We will ensure that you have the required knowledge to pass the exam by the time you
come to sit it.

05



7

The second phase of the ICARUS Course is the completion of 
your Operations Manual - a legal requirement by the CAA.
Basically it is one big risk assessment.
There are many horror stories out there when it comes to
writing Operations Manuals but fear not, we are here to help
you every step of the way. We will expose you to the CAA
Operations Manual Template which is a good place to start.
A copy of our Operations Manual will be be on view during 
the ICARUS Course, to show an example of the level at which 
to pitch your Manual. 

Remember, your Operations Manual is there to help
you and should only contain information which is relevant
to YOUR operations.

The final phase of the ICARUS course will take the form of a client request for aerial work on a
mutually convenient date.
We will send you a request, similar to one you would receive from a client. 
It will then be over to you to use all of the tools and techniques you learned on
the theory course. You will need to plan, execute and de-brief the task safely whilst remaining
within the rules and regulations laid down by the CAA.

During the Operational Evaluation, you should expect a couple of emergencies to be given to you
at some point by the examiner and you will need to demonstrate that you are reasonably
comfortable flying your aircraft in ‘ATTI’ mode.
Finally, upon successful completion of your Operational Evaluation, your ICARUS Examiner will
complete the required paperwork to recommend the issue of a PfCO to you by the CAA!

Key Points
You will receive a job request.

Plan it as if it were real.
Fully brief the examiner.

Fly your aircraft in GPS & ATTI.
Be prepared for 'emergencies'.
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STANDARD

T E S T I M O N I A L
My three days with the Fly ICARUS team were
educational and highly enjoyable. They were
professional , knowledgeable and passionate about
the industry in which they operate, and were keen
to pass on al l the information they could to us
(beyond the minimum requirement set by the CAA).
Learning is so much more effective, and fun, when it
is done in the correct environment, with the correct
atmosphere, and Fly ICARUS has it spot-on.

- Adam Blackmore-Heal , based in Surrey.

ICARUS FULL COURSE
THEORY & PRACTICAL

INCLUDED
2 DAY ICARUS Theory Ground School Course.

Theory Examination.
ICARUS Operational Evaluation (Practical Exam).

Recommendation to CAA for issue of a PfCO.
Lunches & refreshments during Ground School.
One free theory examination re-sit if required.

NOT INCLUDED
Insurance

Safety Accessories
Fee to CAA

S U M M A RY
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STANDARD

For pilots wanting to earn their PfCO quickly and efficiently, the new ICARUS PRO course centres 
around pilots becoming aerial operation experts. Based on the layout of the ICARUS Standard 
Course, the ICARUS PRO PHASE 1 (Refer to page 6) has an additional Ground School day.
The Ground School Training includes Night Permissions, Operations Manual Workshop,
Operational Evaluation Demonstration and Small Training Drone. 
The instructors will guide each pilot through their SRG1320 form and candidates will receive
ICARUS PRO Merchandise, ID Card and the opportunity to be featured on the ICARUS PRO
website. Featuring profiles of each professional pilot, the website will be used exclusively as a
sharing platform. This online community is designed to encourage discussion, job sharing and flight
safety.
PHASE 2 is included in the course As there is an Operations Manual Workshop. 
As at the end of the third Ground School Day, each candidate will leave with a completed
Operations Manual.
PHASE 3 remains the same as the ICARUS STANDARD and Is the Operational Evaluation Flight Test. It 
is the mutually convenient day, to be arranged, to complete the practical assessment. 
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T E S T I M O N I A L

ICARUS FULL COURSE
THEORY & PRACTICAL

INCLUDED
3 DAY ICARUS Theory Ground School Course.

Theory Examination.
Night Permissions.

Operations Manual (Workshop)
Merchandise and Pilot ID Card & Hubsan x4.

Operational Evaluation Demonstration.
ICARUS Operational Evaluation (Practical Exam).

Recommendation to CAA for issue of a PfCO.
Lunches & refreshments during Ground School.
One free theory examination re-sit if required.

NOT INCLUDED
Insurance

Safety Accessories
Fee to CAA

S U M M A RY

From the very beg inn ing of my enqu iry , th rough
ema i ls and phone ca l l s , the team at F ly ICARUS
were incred ib ly fr iend ly , he lp fu l and profess iona l .
I thorough ly en joyed my t ime on the ICARUS Pro
Course and I was genu ine ly insp i red by the tra in ing
De l ivered . S ince comp let ion I now know that I have
fu l l conf idence to put a l l that I have learnt in to
safe pract ice .

- Jeff Young ,  based  in  Wa lthamstow ,  London
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Fly ICARUS is proud to host a Night Approval
course in the UK.

As the beauty of city lights grow when it gets dark,
so do the risks. The CAA classifies 'night' as 30
minutes after sunset and 30 minutes before
sunrise.

Fly ICARUS delivers specialist training for operators 
who wish to fly their drone at night for commercial
projects.

Delivered by former Military Helicopter Pilots with
over 3000 manned flying hours and 500 UAV flying
hours, the course scrutinises safety to ensure
minimal risk in limited or no light.

F ly ICAR US are a very pro fess iona l and approachab le o rgan isa t ion .
The pace was spo t on w ith a l l quest ions we lcomed and answered in a
comfo r tab le env i ronment . The cou rse con ten t covered a
comprehens ive range o f mater ia l t o rea l l y make aware o f the
add i t iona l requ i rements o f operat ing at n igh t .
The use o f the f l igh t s imu la to r was a lso a very he lp fu l too l to get a
"hands-on " exper ience o f the d i f fe rences o f f ly ing drones in n igh t
cond i t ion s . I wou ld cer ta in ly recommend i t to any pro fess iona l d rone
p i lo t eager to fu r ther  the i r lea rn in g and operat ing capab i l i t y .

- A r run Saunders , based in Hampsh i re

T E S T I M O N I A L

B O O K  N O W
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P R I C E  L I S T

We are  p roud  to  o ffer  the  best  
va lue  fo r  t ra in ing  anywhere  in  the  
UK .
We have  the  capab i l i t ies  to  o ffer  
bespoke course  purpose  des igned  
fo r  you .  For  fu rther  deta i l s  p lease  
v is i t  our  webs ite  at  
www.f ly icarus .co .uk
or  ca l l  our  o ff ice  at  
0845  450  9300 .

ICARUS Standard

ICARUS Pro 

Night Approval

Top Up Course (Fast track for licensed pilots)

Upgrade to Pro
(ICARUS Standard pilot)

Pre-Flight Training
(For Beginners)

Flight Training
(Intermediate Practice & Tips)

999

1699

499

699

799

240

240

C O N TAC T D E TA I L S

Fly ICARUS (Aerial Motion 
Pictures), Stables 3, Howbery Park, 

Wallingford, OX10 8BA

0845 450 9300/01491 526 700 info@flyicarus.co.uk
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We hope to see you soon!

T H A N K  YO U !

@aer ia lmot ion

www.facebook.com/FlyICARUSIntl/

flyicarusintl/aerialmotionpictures

F A C E B O O K

I N S T A G R A M

T W I T T E R

S O C I A L M E D I A
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S e t t i n g  t h e  S t a n d a r d  f o r  A e r i a l  O p e r a t i o n s .  F l y  S a f e .  F l y  I C A R U S .
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