HOW TO

UNBLOCK
A DRAIN

TOP TIPS

Drain rods screw together

clockwise. When you’re
pushing the rods through the
pipes, make sure you turn them
in a clockwise direction only so
they don’t unscrew themselves
and get lost in the pipe.

Blocked drains don’t look good and they

certainly won’t smell good either but you'll find,
with the right equipment, that they’re easier to
clear than you might think. So don’t let a
blockage beat you, get yourself a set of drain

rods and get to it.

STEP 1 If you’ve got a blocked
drain, you'll need the proper kit to
do a proper job. Attacking the
problem with a coat hanger or a
broom handle almost never works.
You'll also need some tough PVC
knitwrist gloves.

STEP 2 You may need a set of
manhole keys to make it easier to
lift the drain’s inspection chamber
cover. Insert one into each of the
keyholes, twist and lift to remove
the cover.

STEP 3 If it’s not clear what the
problem is, you can use a compact
drain camera to inspect further.

STEP 4 To clear fairly straight
short-to-medium drainpipes, use a
drain rod. You may need to screw
a few lengths of rod together
depending on how far away the

STEP 5 Push the rods through the
pipe and you'll feel when you hit
the blockage. Then use the rods to
poke through and loosen it — you'll
need to add your own elbow grease
at this point! Follow with plenty of
water to wash through any residue.

STEP 6 For pipes with awkward
bends or at gulley junctions, the
manual drain cleaner will come in
handy. Insert the cutting head of
the machine into the drain and
unwind the flexible metal spiral tube
until it pushes against and loosens
the blockage.

STEP 7 To clear stubborn blockages
or to just flush through any residual
waste, you might be better using a
petrol-powered jet. The braked
hose reel will mean you can get to
blockages up to 90 metres away
and the high pressure water jet will

Do not enter a drain.

Only certified people with
appropriate breathing apparatus
are allowed down drains.

Drain Rods
£17.97 per weekend
Product code 51410

Compact Drain Camera

£148.06 per weekend
Product code 49670

Avoid putting your hands

anywhere that you can’t see.

Prevention is always better
than cure. Be aware of
what you flush down the toilet

or pour down the sink. If
you’ve got an outside drain
grill, try covering it with netting
to prevent leaf blockage.

Manhole Keys
£6.11 per weekend
Product code 50812

Power Jet
£274.56 per weekend
Product code 51461

Manual Drain Cleaner
£383.79 per weekend
Product code 51440
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Pump Plunger
£15.81 per weekend
Product code 51420
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PVC Knitwrist Gloves

£1.76
Product code 11239

blockage is. deal swiftly with the problem.

Ear Defenders
£8.99
Product code 11120

Safety Kit
£5.46
Product code 11310

All prices include VAT. All hire products come with a detailed Operating and Safety Guide.
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