
what is an electrical emergency? 
 
An electrical emergency is a potentially dangerous situation involving a home's or 
building's electrical system that demands immediate professional attention. These 
emergencies pose a serious risk not only to the building's infrastructure but also to 
the personal safety of its occupants. Examples of electrical emergencies include: 
1. Power Outages: Unexpected loss of power in the entire home or a specific 
area, where you've checked with your provider, and there isn't a general 
power outage in the area. 
2. Electrical Fires: When an electrical malfunction leads to sparks or open 
flames. If an appliance, outlet, or circuit panel is smoking, burning, or 
sparking, this is an active electrical fire. 
3. Exposed Wires: Open, frayed, or damaged wires pose a significant danger, as 
they can lead to electric shocks or fires. 
4. Electric Shocks: If a person receives an electric shock or if an appliance or 
outlet delivers a shock when touched, it's an electrical emergency. 
5. Overloaded Circuits: If circuit breakers frequently trip, or if lights dim when you 
turn on other appliances, you could have overloaded circuits that need 
immediate attention. 
6. Unusual Smell or Noise: If an outlet, switch, or fixture has a strange smell, like 
burning plastic, or if the breaker box or an outlet is making crackling or 
buzzing noises, these may indicate a severe problem. 
7. Drenched or Leaking Electrical Units: Water entering panels, outlets, 
switches, or any electrical fitting could run a high risk of short circuiting or 
causing an electrical shock. 
8. Improper Wiring: This includes outdated electrical systems, DIY electrical 
projects gone wrong, or existing aluminum wiring, all of which pose safety 
hazards. 
It's essential to act promptly when any of these situations arise. Residents should 

evacuate immediately if there's an immediate danger, such as an electrical fire, and 

call for professional help. In any instance of an electrical emergency, it's vital not to 

touch any electrical source directly and ensure the power is off if possible. 
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