Today is World Polio Day and Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland has teamed up with polio survivor Ade Adepitan, to urge members of the public to join Rotary International’s historic final push to eradicate the crippling disease of polio from the world. This year, for the first time, all funds raised will be matched two to one through the new End Polio Now: Make History Today campaign, recently launched by Rotary International and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

Rotarians have been vaccinating, fundraising and working with governments around the world since the 1980’s to bring an end to polio and on World Polio Day, will be holding fundraising activities throughout Great Britain, Ireland and the rest of the world.

Ade Adepitan,who is also a broadcaster and former Paralympian, understands the importance of keeping up the fight against the disease. He became paralysed after contracting polio as a child and earlier this year returned to his birthplace in Nigeria to see how the disease is still affecting the children who live there.

“With the public’s help, we now have the chance to eradicate polio once and for all and there has never been a better time to donate," he said. "Every pound donated will translate into three pounds with matched funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Three pounds is enough to vaccinate seven children against polio, so I am urging everyone to get behind Rotary and help make history by ridding the world of this disease forever."In Chicago, where Rotary International was founded in 1905, Rotary and Northwestern University’s Center for Global Health are holding a discussion on the Global Polio Eradication Initiative led by a panel of international experts. The event, World Polio Day: Panelists include Dr Bruce Aylward, the world’s leading expert on polio eradication at the World Health Organization, Dr Robert Murphy, director of Northwestern University’s Center for Global Health, Paralympian Dennis Ogbe, a polio survivor and award winning British actress, Archie Panjabi, one of Rotary’s End Polio Now celebrity ambassadors.

In Great Britain and Ireland fundraising activities include:

• Selling fabric purple crocus lapel pins in support of polio eradication.
• Working with local schools on RIBI’s Grow your own Crocus initiative which educates  children about the disease.

Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland (RIBI) President, Nan McCreadie said: “Every pound raised this year will go three times as far thanks to the Make History Today campaign. If we achieve our target of £300,000 that equates to enough to vaccinate around 750,000 children. There has never been a better time for people to get behind us and help with the final push towards ridding the world of polio forever.”

Making History, will be streamed live to a global online audience.
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Wigan Rotary president Jim Rawson said: “Every pound raised this year will go three times as far thanks to the Make History Today campaign. If we achieve our target of £300,000 that equates to enough to vaccinate around 750,000 children. There has never been a better time for people to get behind us and help with the final push towards ridding the world of polio forever’ He continued ‘ Wigan Rotary Club will again be out and about with Santa and his sleigh throughout December and we will be making a donation to the appeal from the money raised , but with the greater part will remain in Wigan to help local community and voluntary organisations who do so much good work in the town.’

Full details of Santa’s whereabouts during December will be published in the next few weeks. 

Wigan Rotary Club was formed in 1924 and has been serving the Wigan community for the past 90 years and is as active now as ever with such events as Community Day, funrun for mens cancer research, public speaking competition in junior and high schools and Dragons Den for local groups. For any other queries please ring 07813 471000
